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WHAT IS STAIRPLAY?

STAIRPLAY, developed by HUBERT GRUBER and published by HAUS DER 

MUSIK WIEN in cooperation with the LANG LANG INTERNATIONAL MUSIC 

FOUNDATION, is an educational card-game for children and adults, for 

school and at home. With STAIRPLAY you can easily experience the world of 

notes, learning to understand them while discovering more of the fascinating 

world of music!

STAIRPLAY consists of 21 cards. The card-submittals can be found on the 

website (www.hdm.at). You can print off any of these cards as many times as 

your particular STAIRPLAY-game requires. 
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On every card is the name of a particular note:

- The upper letter for countries which speak German, as well as for Denmark, 

Sweden, Norway, Poland, Czech, Slovakia or Slovenia,

- In the middle for English-speaking countries, as well as for China and a few 

other countries.

- And below for countries in which a Latin-based language is spoken, such as 

Italy, France, Spain, Brazil or Mexico. 

Every note receives either the accidental # (sharp) or the accidental b (fl at), 

which changes the name of the note and the card receives either a red or 

blue note-head.

On every card can also be found the two staves as they are used for the piano. 
The upper row has a treble clef, the lower a bass clef, in conjunction with the 
respective note-hands. Therein can be found the respective note, repeatedly 
depicted, in its various octaves, from low to high. 
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Perhaps you are asking yourself whether the 

knowledge of notes and their names is important 

for making music, singing or dancing. Not 

necessarily. But this knowledge can certainly 

be a great help in learning to better understand 

music and the world of sounds.

It’s like with a language. Whoever learns a language needs the letters of the 

alphabet. Step by step words, phrases, sentences, poems and stories are shaped 

and created. Letters are an inexhaustible reservoir and tool for our human 

fantasy and power of imagination. They help us to recognise and discover who 

we really are. 

So it is with notes and music!

Therefore the starting point 

for it is the first seven letters 

of the alphabet.  

 

These are the names of the 

notes as they are on the 

STAIRPLAY cards
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These cards symbolise the 

individual keys of the piano. 

They are combined into a 

sounding staircase, similar to 

the interactive sound-staircase 

in the Haus der Musik Wien.

During your visit to the Haus der Musik 

Wien you can play, make music, sing, 

dance and again and again discover new 

sounds, alone or with friends. 

And this is what you can also do with the 

cards from STAIRPLAY, at home, at school, 

at music-school or wherever you have the 

desire and pleasure to do so. 
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Place the STAIRPLAY cards 

together on the fl oor or on the 

steps of a stairway, like in the 

Haus der Musik Wien. Then 

proceed up and down between 

the cards, making music to them 

with your voice and musical 

instruments.
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Another speciality is that contrary to the world of languages, music derives 

really only from seven notes/ note-names. While they may admittedly sound 

higher and lower in the diff erent octaves, and through both the accidentals # 

(sharp) and b (fl at) are tonally re-coloured, music is basically, and not only in 

western music, in these seven root-notes.

STAIRPLAY uses the method of „Du hast 

es in den Fingern deiner Hände“, „You‘ve 

got it in your fi ngers“, as the easiest way to 

transmit the scores of the sound-stairs to 

the stave. The fi ve fi ngers are here the top 

fi ve lines of the stave. In between there are 

four spaces.

If you place the cards in their alphabetical 

order and play their sounds the sound 

will gradually get higher each time. 

Because the distance of the sound 

is not always the same, a distinctive 

sequence of tones is created. 

This is one of the specialities, indeed 

one of the tonal secrets, of the world of 

notes and music.
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The index-fi nger is in line, on the clef line, at the point where the treble clef 

and bass clef are listed as G and F keys. The thumb of the right hand points 

downwards. The index-fi nger marks the G of the treble clef on the second line.

Conversely, the thumb of the left hand points upwards, and the index-fi nger 

marks the F of the bass clef on the fourth line. 

This goes for any other note on the fi ngers and their place on the stave, such as 

with the piano.
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Through both accidentals # and b the notes not only change their names, but 

also become one semitone higher or lower. On the stave they still remain in the 

same place, even if they now sound higher or lower. Therefore, the notes would 

actually have to be listed in oblique staves, as can also be seen in the interactive 

sound-stairway at the Haus der Musik.
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With STAIRPLAY this is possible. The cards of the learning game show from 

the beginning where the sounds of the tones really belong and what distance 

they have from one another for music to sound the way it does. This allows 

for easier and harder musical contexts to be understood, and the making of 

music to be truly experienced.  

 

There are a number of learning sequences, developed by HUBERT GRUBER, 

published by HAUS DER MUSIK WIEN, in cooperation with LANG LANG 

INTERNATIONAL MUSIC FOUNDATION, who were all interested in making 

this  available for pupils and their teachers, particularly in schools and music-

schools.

The learning sequences exemplify the various possibilities of a playful, 

elementary learning with notes. Through this musical knowledge, but above 

all skills and abilities, are gradually and continually built. 

 

The individual units have varying levels of difficulty, and can, according to 

the level of the learner, be worked out for themselves. In order to solve the 

various tasks it usually takes one or two course units of 45-60 minutes. In 

many cases the tasks are formulated so that they can be undertaken by an 

individual as well as a small or large group. Teacher assistance can sometimes 

be useful but is not always necessary.
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In each of these learning sequences there is at least one possibility to play 

music together and sing. The group music-making, often experimental and 

improvised, should always be placed at the centre of the learning with notes. 

In many cases music making and singing can be initiated right from the start 

of a training sequence, as the knowledge of the world of notes should never 

be an end in itself, but should instead lighten the way to enjoying singing, 

dancing, music, and many other things even more. 

- Be able to describe, use and explain the most important parts of music-notation

- Be able to transfer motifs and melodies from the sound stairs to the staves 

- Be able to detect predefined melodic partitions/motifs, construct them on the 

sound stairs, and make the music

- Be able to capture scales, intervals and chords in major and minor keys, 

construct them on the stairs and make the music

- Be able to capture correlations of melody, harmony, rhythm and dynamics in 

music notation, and convert it into music on the sound stairs 

- And much more…

WHAT YOU LEARN WITH STAIRPLAY:   
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HAVE FUN LEARNING AND COMPOSING
WITH STAIRPLAY!


