
    Press release Special Exhibition 

EMBRACING MUSIC

Leonard Bernstein at 100

Length of exhibition: October 17, 2018 - April 22, 2019

Exhibition venue: Inner courtyard of the Haus der Musik, entry free of charge

Bernstein evening: Film showing and panel “Bernstein on Wagner… to be continued”

October 18, 1018, 7 pm with Nina Bernstein Simmons and Michael 

Bernstein, Horant Hohlfeld, Humphrey Burton and Craig Urquhart 

(invitation-only event, press tickets available)

Press: Preview and press photos upon request

Leonard Bernstein is regarded as an outstanding personality in music

of the 20th century. As a dedicated conductor, composer, pianist and 

not least as a passionate educator, he knew like no other how to 

enthuse an audience of all ages. On August 25, 2018, Bernstein 

would have been 100 years old. To celebrate this, in the autumn the 

Haus der Musik is devoting the new special exhibition to this 

exceptional artist, “EMBRACING MUSIC – Leonard Bernstein at 100”. 

The show will run from October 17, 2018 to April 22, 2019 and will 

feature the world premiere of the 1985 film “Bernstein on Wagner”, a

fascinating, reflective examination of the composer Richard Wagner.

Impressions garnered from the “Young People’s Concerts” offer 

insight into Bernstein’s unique understanding of how to convey 

music, providing evidence of the pioneering work he achieved in this

field. A further main theme of the exhibition concerns his close links 

to the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, with whom he undertook 

nearly 200 concert tours. Musicians from all around the world are 

today still inspired – and lastingly impacted – by Bernstein’s unstinting dedication to music in all its 

facets. The special exhibition shows this on the basis of personal, hand-written documents from the pen

of Leonard Bernstein, “behind the scenes” photos, working scripts for the TV recordings, as well as new 

pictures and exhibits from the Historical Archive of the Vienna Philharmonic. 



“Without doubt, Leonard Bernstein is considered America’s greatest composer and conductor. I am 

pleased that with the exhibition we are able to join the ranks of those offering congratulations, as a way 

to celebrate the centenary of this extraordinary musical genius, but also that we can shed some light on 

further facets of his talent and brilliance. Happy Birthday, Lenny!” in the words of Simon K. Posch, 

Director of the Haus der Musik.

“Bernstein on Wagner”

A historic diamond in the rough of film history: world premiere in the Haus der Musik

In 1985 Leonard Bernstein conducted a concert performance of Richard Wagner’s “Ring of the 

Nibelungen” in the Vienna State Opera with the Vienna Philharmonic. As part of that, the short film 

“Bernstein on Wagner” was recorded on May 25, 1985 with the German director Horant H. Hohlfeld. The

filming location – Berggasse 19 in Vienna’s 9th district – was the consulting rooms of Sigmund Freud, 

the father of psychoanalysis. In a monologue lasting some 30 minutes, the artist reflects on his 

ambivalent relationship with Richard Wagner as a musician and personality. Bernstein addresses Freud 

fictitiously in a bid to help him finally understand the magnificent Richard Wagner: “There are moments 

when (...) I hear myself saying: Richard Wagner, I hate you; but I hate you on my knees! Can you help me 

to resolve that one, Dr. Freud?”

The documentary, that has never been completed, now represents an impressive document of the 

period. It shows Bernstein taking an analytical, chafing approach to the great Wagner that illustrates his 

brilliant insight. The fact that this film was never edited or released after the recording seems to be due 

to the conductor having simultaneously taken on several important projects back then, with simply too 

little time left for completion. As part of the preparations for the exhibition, this rough diamond of film 

history (original material from UNITEL) has now been retrieved and will be presented on October 18, 

2018 in the Haus der Musik as a world premiere. This first-ever showing to an audience will take place in

the presence of Bernstein’s family, the director, and some other important contemporary witnesses. It 

will run as part of the exhibition every day until April 22, 2019. 

BERNSTEIN EVENING: “Bernstein on Wagner” … to be continued… 

October 18, 7 pm (private event) at the Haus der Musik, Event Room

Premiere screening of the film and podium discussion

Some press tickets are available for the Bernstein evening upon request in the press office. 

Conveying music with passion
Leonard Bernstein’s musical inspiration for generations to follow

How do great composers manage to unleash powerful emotions? How can we make people really listen

closely to a composition? How can the abundant treasure trove of classical music be opened up in a 

way that’s joyful? For Bernstein, the great teacher and music educator, these were all questions needing 

an answer. Throughout his life it was important to him to explain music in its fullest context and to 

create an approach to music that was above all enjoyable and open. In this, he deliberately tore down 

prevailing boundaries between classical and popular music – such classifications meant nothing to him. 

As a visionary and innovator, he saw music as equally important in all its manifestations. With the “Young

People’s Concerts” Bernstein, more than any other, succeeded in conveying—in a professional, 

charming and heartwarming way— knowledge of music to entire generations. And above all, passion for

music.



Young People’s Concerts (1953 - 1972)

The YPC program was broadcast several times a year in the USA on the CBS channel, initially live, then 

as a recording; its influence was felt by an entire generation of young musicians and music-lovers. From 

1958 to 1972 a total of 53 concerts programs were recorded, with Leonard Bernstein and the New York 

Philharmonic Orchestra presenting the most varied themes such as “What is Classical Music?”, “Who is 

Gustav Mahler?” and “Humor in Music”. Bernstein, with his usual commitment and love of detail, 

demonstrated the many nuances of music—in a way that sparked the enthusiasm of young people and 

adults alike.

“Music is difficult. It’s not easy to listen to a piece and to always recognize and feel what is happening in 

it. For many people, the piece may be easy and pleasant to hear, it can evoke fantastical images or make 

people feel joyful or contented, it can stimulate, calm down or whatever. Yet none of this means 

‘listening’. And as long as we don’t have a large ‘listening’ public, but rather merely a passively ‘hearing’ 

one, we shall never be a musically cultivated nation.” - Bernstein on the reception of Johannes Brahms’ 

first symphony. 

Leonard Bernstein and the Vienna Philharmonic
A musical link for eternity

In March 1966, a performance of Giuseppi Verdi’s “Falstaff” at the Vienna State Opera marked the 

beginning of a fruitful collaboration between Leonard Bernstein and the Vienna Philharmonic that 

lasted decades. 

Over many years, the dedication to music shown by the conductor was closely linked to the orchestra. 

In total, he gave 197 concerts with the Vienna Philharmonic. The numerous cities and countries which 

he traveled to with the orchestra are on display in the special exhibition with the aid of a stylized map. 

London, Zürich, Milan, Paris, New York, Washington, Jerusalem, Tel Aviv—memorable stations show out 

a remarkable collaboration. Bernstein also conducted works at the Vienna State Opera: Verdi’s opera 

“Falstaff”, and later on Richard Strauss’ “Der Rosenkavalier” and Beethoven’s “Fidelio”. 

Leonard Bernstein was named an Honorary Member of the Vienna Philharmonic and distinguished by 

the Vienna Philharmonic with the Golden Nicolai Medal and the Ring of Honor. Objects on show from 

the Historical Archive of the Vienna Philharmonic include Bernstein’s tail coat. Many other aspects and 

exhibits focusing on the Vienna Philharmonic can be seen on the first floor of the Sound Museum.  

Marcel Prawy, the highly regarded opera critic, tells a typical tale of the extraordinary collaboration: 

“Bernstein takes the podium and says: ‘Gentlemen of the Philharmonic, I am deeply embarrassed. A 

small American in the holy city of art wants to rehearse the Rosenkavalier with the great Philharmonic. 

(…) Please regard me not as your teacher, but rather as your student.’ So, let’s begin. Bernstein conducts 

the first bar, breaks off and says: ‘No, I want that quite differently.’”

Happy Birthday, Leonard! 
Concerts, exhibitions and events the world over join in to celebrate Bernstein’s 100th birthday. 

To mark the centenary year of Leonard Bernstein’s birth, cultural institutions such as concert and opera 

houses, music festivals and museums, have organized a wide and colorful range of anniversary events. 

Further information on all activities can be found at: 

www.leonardbernstein.com/at100  and  #BernsteinAt100

https://twitter.com/hashtag/bernsteinat100?lang=de
http://www.leonardbernstein.com/at100


Short biography of Leonard Bernstein 
August 25, 1918 in Lawrence (MA) – October 14, 1990 in NYC

Leonard Bernstein was a world-renowned conductor and composer and is regarded as an icon of 20th 

century classical music. He was the Musical Director of the New York Philharmonic, conducted the 

greatest orchestras of the world, and leaves behind a rich legacy of audio and video recordings. His 

books, and also the successful series of “Young People’s Concerts” broadcast on TV, mark him out as a 

leading teacher and educator in music. His orchestral and choral works encompass three symphonies 

(Symphony No. 1 “Jeremiah”, Symphony No. 2 “Age of Anxiety” and Symphony No. 3 “Kaddish”), a 

Serenade, the musical theater work “Mass”, the “Chichester Psalms”, “Songfest”, “Divertimento for 

Orchestra”, arias, barcaroles, and the “Concerto for Orchestra”. Bernstein composed musicals for the 

Broadway: “On the Town”, “Wonderful Town”, “Candide” and the extremely popular musical “West Side 

Story”. In addition to the collaboration on West Side Story, he worked with choreographer Jerome 

Robbins on three large ballet stagings, “Fancy Free”, “Facsimile” and “Dybbuk”. He was the recipient of 

many honors and prizes, including 11 Emmy Awards, a Tony Award, the Lifetime Achievement Grammy 

Award and the Kennedy Center Honor. 

© The Leonard Bernstein Office, Inc. Used with permission.

General information about the exhibition

Exhibition venue: Inner courtyard, Haus der Musik

Seilerstätte 30, 1010 Vienna                                         

                                                     www.hausdermusik.com

Exhibition period: October 17, 2018 - April 22, 2019

Guided tours: Dates of special tours are announced on the website

Details on music education services available upon request at 

info@hdm.at

Exhibition team: Simon K. Posch, Elisabeth Bauer, Gabriela Petrovic and Peter 

Wohlschlager with the support of the Historical Archive of the Vienna 

Philharmonic and the Leonard Bernstein Office

Exhibition design: Mandy Fischer

Opening hours: Daily from 10 am – 10 pm

Entrance fee: Free of charge (special exhibition in the inner courtyard) 

Museum entrance fee: Adults € 13,-| reduced rates € 9,- | children (3-11 yrs. old) € 6,-

Press photos:   Available at www.hausdermusik.com/presse-1  

               #HAUSDERMUSIK

Press enquiries

Regina Holler-Strobl (PR & Tourism)   | Haus der Musik | Seilerstätte 30, 1010 Vienna

Tel. +43 1 513 48 50-30 | Email: regina.holler-strobl@hdm.at | www.hdm.at
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